
6th Grade Reading Unit 2 

Grade Level: 6th 
Unit Name: Theme and Main Idea 
Pacing: 6 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
RL-1-D Using appropriate text, 
determine the theme(s) of a text and 
cite evidence of its development; 
summarize the text. DOK 3 
RI-1-D Explain the central/main 
idea(s) of a text and cite evidence of 
its development; summarize the text. 
DOK 3 
RL-1-A Draw conclusions, infer, and 
analyze by citing textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.  DOK 3 
RI-1-A Draw conclusions, infer, and  
analyze by citing textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text.  DOK 3 
RI-3-B Compare and contrast one 
author’s presentation of events with 
that of another. 

Learning Targets: 
 
➢ I can determine the theme of a 
fictional text.  
➢ I can cite textual evidence to 
support the development of the 
theme in a fictional text.  
➢ I can summarize a fictional text. 
➢ I can determine the main idea of 
a nonfiction text.  
➢ I can cite textual evidence to 
support the development of the 
idea in a nonfiction text.  
➢ I can summarize a nonfiction 
text. 
➢ I can draw conclusions using 
textual evidence in fiction and 
nonfiction texts.  
➢ I can make inferences using 
textual evidence in fiction and 
nonfiction texts.  
➢ I can cite textual evidence that 
supports my inferences drawn 
from fiction and nonfiction texts. 
➢ I can cite textual evidence that 
supports my conclusions drawn 
from fiction and nonfiction texts. 

Supporting Standards:  
 

RL-3-B Compare and contrast texts 
in different genres that address 
similar themes or topics. 
 
 



➢ I can compare one author’s 
presentation of events with that of 
another 
➢ I can contrast one author’s 
presentation of events with that of 
another 

Big Ideas: 
 
The main idea and theme are the 
bumper stickers of the text. 
 
 

Essential Unit Question: 
 
 

What does the author expect you 
to take away from the text? 

Vocabulary: 
 
Theme  
Main idea 
Summarize 
Moral 
Paraphrase 
Subjective 
Universal 
 

 


